GEORGE THE THIRD
testy, with the result that his treatment of some of his colleagues
was arrogant and arbitrary. Before the end of the year [1766]
there were defections from the Ministry, the most serious of
which was the resignation of Sir Charles Saunders, the First Lord
of the Admiralty. Chatham believed that his own position
would be strengthened by introductions from the c Bloomsbury
Gang/ who were the followers of Bedford; but the Duke's
demands were so extravagant that the King rightly refused to
entertain them for a moment. He had no liking for Bedford
after the Duke's insolence in 1765. Saunders' place was given
to Sir Edward [later Lord] Hawke, the victor of Quiberon
Bay.
As soon as Parliament broke up for the Christmas recess
Chatham hastened westwards to Bath, hoping that the waters
would rid his system of the c cursed gout9 which racked his
body and tried his temper so terribly. But he did not respond
to the * cure '; and when Parliament reassembled on January
16th, 1767, the Ministry found itself without a leader. Chatham
lay behind closed doors in the Castle Inn at Marlborough: no
one could approach him, and he would issue no instructions on
the conduct of business. His eccentricities drove his devoted
wife to distraction and filled his servants with a morbid fear.
Grafton who assumed the leadership of the Ministry in his chief's
absence vainly asked for instructions. He even volunteered to
go to Marlborough to talk matters over with Chatham. But it
was always the same reply which he received: the Earl was far
too ill to ' enter into discussions of business.'
Chatham's absence from the council table was the signal for
the commencement of intrigue within the Cabinet. Grafton's
assumption of leadership was resented by Charles Townshend,
who adroitly tried to manoeuvre himself into the leading place
in the hope that he would retain it when Chatham retired. The
King, aware of these divisions, was profoundly troubled. It
was clear that the Ministry was breaking up. At the end of
February the Government had been defeated in the Commons
on the Land Tax. Already hints were being thrown out to the
effect that a new Prime Minister ought to be found. But where
was he to come from ? In the opinion of many there was only
one candidate for the office—George Grenville. George frankly
confessed that he would sooner admit the Devil into his Closet—
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